
Job & the Limits of Human Knowledge
JOB 28

Let’s start with a big word: EPISTEMOLOGY = A branch of philosophy or theology that deals with knowledge, specifically, what we know and how we know it. 

You probably already know an epistemologist. Your 3 or 4-year-old children (or grandchildren or nieces or nephews) are the best epistemologists on the planet. They’re always, “Who?” or “What?” or “Where?” or “How?” or “Why?” Not content with facts, they want to know everything. That’s epistemology. 

Even if we’re not philosophers or theologians, epistemology affects us because knowledge affects us. In Buckminister Fuller’s 1982 book, Critical Path, he introduced to us the “Knowledge Doubling Curve.” He estimated that in AD 1, knowledge doubled every 1500 years; by AD 1439, it was doubling every 250 years; by AD 1900, it was doubling every 100 years; by AD 1950, it was doubling every 25 years; by 2,000 it would double every 12 years. Some say that today it doubles every 1-2 years; some say every 12 hours. 

Think about all the technology changes you’ve seen in your lifetime. Since AD 2,000 (24 years ago): iPhone, iPod, iPad, Snapchat, Airbnb, Instagram, Uber, Pinterest, Venmo, Wikipedia, YouTube, 3G-4G-5G, streaming services, Skype, flash drives, PillCam, Facebook, Twitter, Fitbit, smartphone GPS, Google Chrome, and cryptocurrency. Advances in technology are related to our knowledge base.

General Omar Bradley (1948) said, “We have men of science, too few men of God. We have grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon on the Mount. The world has achieved brilliance without conscience. Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants. We know more about war than we know about peace, more about killing than we know about living. If we continue to develop our technology without wisdom or prudence, our servant may prove to be our executioner.”

Knowledge comes with challenges: True vs. false knowledge (cf. 1 Jn. 4.1); source of knowledge; attitudes about knowledge; consistently applying knowledge; its limitations. These are important questions, but especially in a study of Job. All these issues come up in the various dialogs that comprise the book.

Our study is about how the Book of Job helps us understand the limitations of knowledge. Preview: (1) an overview of Job; (2) “knowledge” in Job; (3) an exposition of Job 28; (4) things we don’t know.
Overview of Job
1. JOB & HIS BOOK
a. A godly Gentile patriarch – 1.1, 5, 8; 2.3; chp. 31 (character); 1.2-3; 42.10-17 (wealth)
b. Set in “the East” (Arabia?) – 1.3
2. REAL PEOPLE & EVENTS
a. Place names, lifestyle & cultural references are true-to-life and attested elsewhere
b. Referenced @ Ezk. 14.14, 20; Jas. 5.10f.
c. His loss of health is possibly elephantiasis, which could have taken months to develop.
3. A DEBATE ABOUT JOB’S GUILT OR INNOCENCE SET TO POETRY
a. Has legal language
b. Most dialogue with the friends is about his presumed guilt
c. Set to poetry – think of it as an episode of Perry Mason written by Shakespeare
4. TRUTHFUL GENERALIZATIONS MISAPPLIED
a. What makes the book so hard is that many of its generalizations appear to be true. 
b. Yet they consistently misapply it or put the wrong emphasis on it.
“Knowledge” in Job
1. VOCABULARY
a. “To Know” (yada‘); 70x in Job; occurs more frequently in Job than any OT book except Jon.
b. 20 words in common with Proverbs 1.1-7.
c. 47 stock wisdom words occurring 500 times.
d. “Wisdom” (chokmah); 18x in Job; 3rd most references behind Pr. & Ec.
e. Chapter 28 as the theological center of the book.
2. LEVELS OF KNOWLEDGE IN JOB
a. We’re confronted with epistemology from the first chapter onward. 
b. Different persons know different things: narrator; Job; Job’s friends; the reader; Satan; God.  
3. REFERENCES TO HOW WE KNOW THINGS IN JOB
a. First-hand – observation (4.8); inquiry (5.27); experience (13.1-2)
b. Second-hand – narrator (chp. 1); word of mouth (2.11); generational wisdom (8.8-10; 32.7)
c. Deduction – 32.11-12; 34.2-4
d. Revelation – 4.12-21; 22.22; 33.13-18
e. Relational – 19.25-27; 21.14-15
Exposition of Job 28
1. BACKGROUND
a. Centrally located, thus important thematically
b. BHS marks it off with an indentation, but no speaker is identified.
i. Cf. indentations + speaker ID @ 26.1; 27.1; 29.1
ii. Continuous text between chp. 23-24 (Job); 29-31 (Job).
c. Possibly the narrator, or Elihu, or Job (continuous w/ 26-27-29; possibly a later speech).
d. Thematically it reinforces the book’s wisdom emphasis and prepares for God’s speeches.
2. EXPOSITION
a. Wisdom’s inaccessibility (v. 1-12)
i. Man’s search for precious & valuable things (v. 1-4) 
1. Commodities = silver, gold, iron, copper (v. 1-2); sapphires, gold (v. 6); 
flint (v. 9)
2. Technology = smelting, refining (v. 1-2); digging & lighting shafts, ropes & riggings (v. 3-4); crushing rock, digging channels, damming streams (v. 9-11)
ii. Reflects man’s dominion over creation – cf. Gn. 1.26; 2.15; 3.17-19; 4.2-5, 20-21; 6.13-22; 11.1-9 – man functioning as God intended.
iii. YET – wisdom hasn’t been found (v. 12)
1. Can’t be found like mining ore
2. Why? Human limits; human greed; indifference toward spiritual things.
b. Wisdom’s value (v. 13-20)
i. Priceless (v. 13)
ii. Not found in the most remote places (contrast v. 1-12) – the Deep, the sea (v. 13)
iii. More valuable than the most exotic ancient commodities: gold and silver (v. 15); gold, onyx, sapphire (v. 16); glass, gold, fine gold (v. 17); coral, crystal, pearls (v. 18); topaz, pure gold (v. 19). 
iv. No answer to the question (v. 20, cf. v. 12)
c. Wisdom’s source (v. 21-28)
i. Remoteness reiterated (v. 21-22) – hidden from humans, animals, living or dead
ii. Only God knows (v. 23-27) – demonstrated by his omniscience (v. 24), his creation (v. 25), his providence (v. 26), his commands (v. 27).
iii. God has revealed it (v. 26) – cf. Pr. 1.7; Ro. 1.18ff.
Application: The Limitations of Human Knowledge
1. LIMITS OF PRESUMPTIVE KNOWLEDGE
a. Job’s friends never advance their thinking, because they never move past their assumptions. They presumed certain things about Job.
b. Compare to modern Bible classes/creed rehearsals.
i. If we don’t first apply this to ourselves, we’re dishonest.
ii. If we don’t actually study a text, and ask hard questions, we’re dishonest.
2. LIMITS OF COSMIC KNOWLEGE
a. We don’t always know what’s going on in the heavenly places.
b. Cf. chp. 1-2; Eph. 6.10-17; Rv. 4-5
c. We’re usually on the audience side; occasionally we see glimpses of the stage side.
3. LIMITS OF RELATIONAL KNOWLEDGE
a. We don’t always know what’s going on in the lives of others.
b. We understand that sin brings suffering; we can’t be sure that suffering is the result of sin.
c. Sometimes righteous people suffer – cf. 1.8; 2.3; 1 Pe. 4.1-2, 12-19.
d. Sometimes we simply CANNOT KNOW a person’s true character – 1 Tm. 5.24-25.
4. LIMITS OF DIVINE KNOWLEDGE
a. We don’t always know God’s reasons or purposes – Is. 55.8-9.
b. Apply to politics & elections – has it ever occurred to us that God may sometimes allow or appoint a person to office that we may not approve of? Cf. Is. 44.28; 45.1; Jer. 25.9; 27.6.
5. LIMITS OF SITUATIONAL KNOWLEDGE
a. Like Job, our world may cave in at any moment.
b. Are we ready for that kind of calamity?
Conclusion
T. S. Eliot (in The Rock, 1934):
All our knowledge brings us nearer to our ignorance, 
All our ignorance brings us nearer to death, 
But nearness to death no nearer to GOD. 
Where is the Life we have lost in living? 
Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? 
Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?

Do you have the right kind of knowledge? Are you using it in service to God?
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