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   This book takes us on a roller coaster ride of emotions as a devout Muslim chronicles his journey from being a devout Muslim to embracing Christianity. He goes through many challenging questions:
· Allah, are you the One who sent Mohammad?
· Or are you Jesus?
· Are you showing me that the Quaran is not Your word after all?

   The author was born in San Diego, California, to Pakistani parents who immigrated to the United States. His father served in the U.S. Navy throughout Nabeel’s . Nabeel described his childhood home in positive terms, stating that his parents "modeled love for others and love for country".
   In 2001, Nabeel attended Old Dominion University in Virginia and served as the president of the Pre-Medical Honor Society. He also studied Islamic apologetics. It was here that he joined the forensics team and their first out-of-town debate was at West Chester, Pennsylvania. On this trip, he shared a room with a student claiming to be a professed Christian, David Wood. Nabeel was shocked on their very first night together, when David got his Bible out of his luggage and kicked up his feet and started reading. Nabeel wrote, “it’s difficult to express just how flabbergasted I was by this. Never in my life had I seen anyone read a Bible in his free time.”
   The two of them began and engaged in a years-long debate on the historical claims of Christianity and Islam. Wood encouraged him to research Christianity and Islam in an equally objective light. Preparation for those debates is what resulted in this book. Nabeel recounted that he had been happy with his faith and did not want to leave his Ahmadi community, but he ultimately converted to Christianity after years of dialogue with Wood.
   The book is well written. For the readers that might not know some of the terminology from Islam, Nabeel adds little grey boxes in the text to give a definition or explanation of many words: hadith, khalifa, jamaat, aqeedah, du’aa, imans, surah, masjid, sirah, jinn, Isa, wudhu, sadqa, alhamdolillah, sehri, Jumaa, and many more.  Although I had taken a full semester in Islamic studies in my pursuit of my degree, but many things were covered in this book that I wasn’t able to recall from memory. 
   If this book does nothing else for you, it should help you find better ways to teach and convert Muslims. In chapter 20, he begins with these words: “There is a simple reason I never listened to street preachers: they didn’t seem to care about me.”  He later said: “Sure, there are street preachers who share their message while still greeting people kindly, getting to know others’ troubles, and praying over personal pains, but I never saw them. What I saw were men who would stand on street corners accosting the public with their beliefs.” 
   Throughout their friendship and throughout this book, one “listens in” on their studies on many subjects:
· Evolutionary theories
· Quran vs. Bible
· Allah had 99 names
· Must the father whisper certain words into the ear of the child at birth?
· Did Mohammed commit many horrible acts, like rape?
· How many wives can you have?
· Why was Luke one of the writers if he wasn’t an eyewitness?
· With so many translations of the Bible, how do you know what to trust?
· What about the Shroud of Turin?
· What about the Swoon Theory, that Jesus didn’t die on the cross, but only fainted?
· Did non-Christians believe in the resurrection?
· Was Jesus a mortal Messiah or the Divine Son of God?
· Does God talk to us in dreams?
· But you say 1+1+1 = 1. Let’s talk about the Trinity. 
· If Christianity were true, would you want to know it?

   While they had many, many discussions and/or debates on these and other matters, David was also interested in some of the cultural differences. Nabeel invited David to his house for a meal and was anxious to see what would happen. David was served his meal without any utensils.  Nabeel  
    Having discussed why there were different translations of the Bible and finally agreeing that we can come to unity in spite of some differences. Nabeel explains how Islam’s unique authority structure and practice of learning to quote passages of the Qaran without having read the full text also leads to so many different versions of Islam. This is why he says, when foreigners ask Muslims about Sharia or other sticky subjects, they insist that Islam is a religion of peace and that it is in their holy book not to force religion on anyone. When asked the same question, other Muslims have no qualms about saying that Islam will one day take over the world by whatever means necessary. Both groups, he says, are telling the truth about what they sincerely believe.
   As Nabeel walks his readers through his story of coming to Christ, he describes how his foundations shake, crumble and ultimately collapse. Nabeel was utterly committed to his Muslim faith, growing up in a loving Pakistani family who taught him to pray five times each day, attend the mosque on Fridays, and recite the Qur’an despite living in the midst of Western culture in the US. 
   One of the hardest questions for David to answer for Nabeel was “Why do so many young ladies that call themselves Christians wear such provocative clothes?” Nabeel deals with this in chapter 12 and then admonished us to help those we want to convert: “If they were to intimately know even one Christian who lived differently, their misconceptions might be corrected, and they might see Christianity in a virtuous light.” Most students don’t listen to strangers, they listen to friends, like Nabeel did with David. Nabeel and David’s closeness is an important reminder of the need for evangelism to be shared within the love and care of genuine friendship. If they hadn’t been such good friends, their passionate debates about the truth would have pushed them away from each other, potentially taking away the main Christian presence in Nabeel’s life.
It is profound what an effect we can have on other people if we truly care about them. That was my main takeaway from the book - befriend those around me. Show my care for them and live my life in a way that honors God. That is the most effective way I can witness.
   Throughout his years of ministry, Nabeel lectured to students at more than 100 universities and  participated in 18 moderated, public debates around North America, Europe, and Asia. He described his conversion as "the most painful thing [he] ever did because he subsequently lost most of his friendships and relationships with fellow Muslims. Following a year-long battle with stomach cancer, Nabeel passed from this life on September 16, 2017. He leaves behind his wife and young daughter who aspire to honor the ministerial legacy Nabeel established during his brief 34 years on earth.
   
   





