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GOD CHALLENGES JOB
Lee Wildman
Text:  Job 38-42
Introduction:
God spoke to Ezekiel at a time when his people had become so persistent in their unfaithfulness, that “though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness, says the Lord God.” (Ezekiel 14:14) (see vs. 14-20)
Job truly is one of the great men of the Bible.
“Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?” (Job 1:8)
We have “heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord – that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.” (James 5:11)
The Lord intends for us to learn from and to emulate his example.
Why did God allow Job to go through all these terrible trials? Why does God allow such evil things to happen to good people, even to the best of His people like Job?
Bible stories like this one have made atheists out of some folks.
“I disagree (with a previous letter to the editor, LW) that the Bible is a good moral guide. The stories you give are not enough to convince one that it is. The stories about Lot and his daughters, Jephthah, and Job should only convince one even more that it is not.”  (Micah Cochran, Florence United Nontheists, TimesDaily, 12-14-08)
Would it have helped Job if he knew that it was Satan who had done all these things to him?
God allowed these things to happen to Job. Satan can only do what God allows him to do. (Luke 4:6)
Job was “comforted for all the adversity that the Lord has brought upon him.” (Job 42:11)
A father lets the neighborhood bully torment his son. He steals his lunch money. Then one day he steals his bike. Then another day, he beats him up in the front yard while his dad watches from the porch. The son wonders why his dad didn’t come to his rescue. His dad told him that the bully didn’t think the son would continue to respect and obey his father. But the son begins to disrespect his father by demanding an answer. Why would you allow him to do this to me?
After allowing Job to go through these trials, God thought it necessary to test his faith even more?! When did his grief become a demand for God to explain why he had done these things to him? When did he demand an answer for being treated so unjustly? What did he say that provoked the Lord to rebuke him?
It was not because of the laments of Job. God hears the cries of his people.
God will listen to us when we are hurting. He listened to his own Son.
The lament Psalms teach that God wants to hear from us.
Job’s sin was not the hurting and the asking why or pleading for God to hear him when he felt that God was nowhere to be found. If anyone ever had the right to voice his complaint, it was Job!
Like George Bailey in “It’s a Wonderful Life,” Job wished he had never been born. It’s ok to cry out to God in times of distress, despair, trouble, want some pity from our friends, especially if we go through anything like Job, even if it’s just one of those things.
Apparently, it was when Job demanded to know why. It was when he put God on trial, on the witness stand and began to cross-examine him.
The previous speakers with their lectures have surely covered this material.
“Job said some rash things of which he later repented (9:21-24; 10:19-20; 19:6; 42:1-6).” (Dvorak)
“He blames God with being unmerciful to him, of being unjustly hard on him (chapter 6). He then charges that there is no moral standard in the universe, that God makes no distinction between right and wrong (9:22-24). All power belongs to God, but it appears as if God uses it to further the cause of the bad as well as the good (chap. 12). In this Job accuses God unjustly, and without knowing some of the things he later came to realize he did not know.” (Hailey, Hailey’s Comments, p. 344)
“Job has put God on trial, accusing him of unfair acts against an innocent party. Angry, satirical, betrayed, Job wanders as close to blasphemy as he can get – just to the edge. … God is not on trial in this book. Job is on trial. The point of the book is not suffering: Where is God when it hurts? … The point is faith; Where is Job when it hurts? How is he responding? (Yancey, Sitting with Job, p. 143)
“Job had wanted an interview with the Almighty. He had, as it were, sworn an affidavit demanding that the Almighty appear and put his indictment in writing (31:35).” (D.A. Carson, Sitting with Job, p. 374)
“What happens between Job and God begins with the lament in chap. 3 and ends with God’s answer to Job’s final, summarizing lament in chaps. 29-31, which climaxes in Job’s summoning of God (31:35-37). This divine-human interaction is never really interrupted in the middle section (chaps. 4-27) but rather is continued in Job’s laments, which are components of his speech in the dialogue section. When finally Job turns irrevocably away from his friends, he once again confronts God alone.”  (Claus Westermann, Sitting with Job, p. 56)
“Also Job portrays God as unjust Judge (Job 9:22-24) who is cruel (Job 30:21-22) and unfair to him (Job 19:6-22) and to many innocent victims of social injustice (Job 24:1-12). Job depicts the Lord as an angry God who punishes him harshly (Job 9:13-24; 10:17; 16:9-14; 19:11-22).”  (Greg W. Parsons, Theology of Job, www.preceptaustin.org/job_commentaries)
“Job begins rather tentatively with his planned lawsuit but progressively takes his life in his hands and eventually challenges his adversary at law to appear in court with an appropriate writ (31:35-37). Repeatedly, Job turns from disputing with the friends to confront God with the truth and the option of litigation.” (Habel, Sitting with Job, p. 117)
Did the speeches of Job’s friends incite him to speak in a way which angered the Lord? Did He want God to vindicate him in their presence so that they would know that he was innocent and therefore accusations were false?
Job 16:19-22 – “Even now, behold my witness is in heaven, and he who testifies for me is on high. My friends scorn me; my eye pours out tears to God, that he would argue the case of a man with God, as a son of man does with his neighbor.”
“Central to the Book of Job is the conflict between God and Job, between the integrity of the Creator and the integrity of a particular mortal. Heaven and earth are at odds again. … Job’s integrity is fair game in the arena of living history. … The way in which God agrees to test Job’s integrity, however, raises serious doubts about God’s own integrity. … Mortals, he (Satan) proposes, only worship God out of self-interest; they are righteous because they expect to be rewarded. Their integrity is therefore suspect. God will have to afflict an innocent mortal to prove otherwise.” (Habel, Sitting with Job, p. 115)
Body:
1. With Job on trial, God presented what He had created as evidence.
God often appealed to the creation to show that His word is true.
Isaiah 40:12-13:  “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, measured heaven with a span and calculated the dust of the earth in a measure? Weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord, or as His counselor taught Him?” (The entire chapter is a remarkable picture of God.)
Rev. 4:11:  “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”
Proverbs 3:19-20:  “The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he established the heavens; by his knowledge the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the dew.”
The Lord put Job on the witness stand and asked him, “Dress for action like a man; I will question you and you make it known to Me. Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell me if you have understanding. Who determined its measurements – surely you know!” (Job 38:3-5a)
When I first agreed to lead this study, I thought we might spend a lot of time looking at all these things God created. We might even ‘dissect’ all of the animals so we could marvel at God’s creative genius. Maybe even add some not included here. I looked forward to talking about the dinosaurs in chapter 40 and 41. (And I am still going to say some things about them.) It might have been more a lesson on evidences for the existence of God. But Job was not an atheist! He didn’t doubt the existence and power of God. Romans 1:20-23 was not his problem.
“The purpose of God’s parade of unknown and unknowable features of the natural world can hardly be to browbeat Job with dazzling displays of his power and intelligence – for Job has not for a minute doubted that God is wise and strong, too wise and strong indeed for human comfort and for his own good.” (David J. A. Clines, Sitting with Job, p. 137)
But there is a place for us to marvel at all that God has made, is there not? We live in a time (and there have been other times too) when men boast about what they have made. Nothing has been made by men that can compare with what God has made.
This can be seen by simple observation. At a time when pictures of far away galaxies (2 trillion) are being sent back to earth and electron microscopes can show us all the inner workings of a cell, we can still stand amazed by just looking with the naked eye at what God has done. (We can see about 9000 stars and there are 1,000,000,000 in our Milky Way galaxy alone). This was all Job needed to do and it’s really all we need to do.
Our children especially need to marvel at God’s creation.
“The Lord’s speeches (which are saturated with the creation motif) demonstrate that God’s sovereign comic power was not the retributive justice (as the friends argued) nor the ‘uncontrolled caprice’ (as Job and perceived it) of an impersonal cosmos, but rather the majestic and omnipotence and mysterious creative genius of a personal and gracious God.” (George W. Parsons, Sitting with Job, p. 28)
JOB 38
It appears that God took up right where Elihu left off. (Job 36:24-37:24)
Job is shown things only God can do. We may know more about the universe and the animals God created than Job did, but we STILL CANNOT MAKE THEM!
“The Lord answered out of whirlwind” (1)
Would this have reminded Job how his children had died?
“Who is this …?” Dress for action … I will question you ….” (2-3)
Elihu had said Job “multiplies words without knowledge.” (35:16)
God put Job on notice – on the witness stand – on trial.
Gird up your loins (footnote for “dress for action”) (1 Peter 1:13)
God: You have challenged me, questioned me, accused me – now prepare to be questioned by Me.
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?” (4-7)
Where were you when I spoke the world into existence from nothing?
Are you the architect? The designer? Show Me your blue prints!
And what about the stars and the sons of God? Did you make them too? Sons of God – angels (Job 1:6; Ps. 148: 2, 5)
See Job 9:4-12; 26:7-14.  Job had acknowledged that God had made all these things and praised him for it.
Surely you know! Was the Lord using sarcasm to get to Job’s heart?!
“You know, for you were born then, and the number of your days is great!” (Job 38:21) (ESV)
“Do you know it, because you were born then, or because the number of your days is great?” (NKJV)
Sarcasm: a taunting, sneering, cutting, or caustic remark (Webster)
Parsons suggests “the Lord’s speeches (particularly the first) are permeated with obviously ironic remarks which border on sarcasm (38:4-5, 18, 21).” (Parsons, Sitting with Job, p. 42)
Job apparently used it when he replied to his friends: “No doubt you are the people, and wisdom will die with you!” (Job 12:2)
Note: I think we should be very careful in our use of sarcasm when teaching/correcting/reproving others. Do you agree?
“Or who shut in the sea ….” (8-11)
“You rule the raging of the sea; when its waves rise, You still them.” (Ps 89:9)
God set the boundaries of the seas/oceans.
“Have you commanded the morning … caused the dawn to know its place….” (12-15)
A sunrise is a glorious thing. The total solar eclipse was a grand thing to see back in April. But we get to see the glory of the beginning of a new day every day. The beautiful features of the earth are exposed.
The light also exposes the deeds of the wicked and causes them to go back into hiding, into the darkness. Sin loves the night, someone said.
Job spoke of those who rebel against the light, the murderer rising before light and the adulterer waiting for twilight. The wicked don’t know the light and are friends with the terrors of deep darkness. (24:13-17)
Was there a message here for Job?
“For He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good….” (Mt. 5:45)
God would judge the wicked – shaken out of the skirts of the earth
“Have you entered into the springs of the sea …?” (16-18)
Did Job know that the deepest place in the oceans was over 35,000 feet below sea level? (The Challenger Deep in the Mariana Trench off the coast of Guam) Victor Vescovo made it there in 2019 and while he looked around, had a tuna fish sandwich!
David was glad to know that there was no place he could go where the Lord could not be with him, even the depths of the sea. (Ps. 139:9-10)
“Where is the way to the dwelling of light….?” (19-21)
There was light before the sun and stars were created. (Gen. 1:3-5) Where did that come from?!
What about snow, hail, wind, rain, thunder, lightning, dew, frost and ice? (22-30)
Who created all these and has the power to use them in times of battle (Joshua 10:11) or to cause the desert to bloom?
What about Orion, the Pleiades and the Bear? (fixed constellations) (31-33)
Did you set these in their place? Can you change their position in the sky?
“Can you establish their rule on the earth?” (33)
Still used for nautical navigation.
Can you control the clouds? (34-38)
Do you control the storms? By human understanding and wisdom?
‘Who has made you wise enough to do the things previously mentioned?’ (Annotated Bible Notes)
“I understand that the force of a hurricane is equal to several atomic explosions each minute. The mere force required to make the wind blow at sixty to a hundred miles per hour over a diameter of some hundreds of miles is staggering.” (R. Laird Harris, Sitting with Job, p. 170)
Who provides the prey (meat) for the lions and the ravens to feed their young? (39-41)
Job, can you explain why lions can find their food rather easily when the ravens must wander here and there to find theirs? Or why God uses the weather to bless and to curse?
When Job asked, “Why me?” did he also ask, “Why not my friends?” Is God answering that with these illustrations from things He had created?
God: Just like you cannot know why these things are as they are, you cannot know why I have allowed you to suffer and not your friends.
Life is not fair and the trials that come, can come so randomly.
JOB 39
“Do you know when the mountain goats give birth?” (1-4)
With no goat midwives to help the mothers!
“Who has let the wild donkey go free?” (5-8)
Did you design these animals to do what they do?
Oatman, AZ on old route 66 – they roam the hillsides and the streets. One was elected mayor by the town council. Your own punch line?
Job earlier in the book: The wicked took the widow’s ox and drove away the donkey from the fatherless. He compared the poor wandering around looking for food to the wild donkeys in the desert. (24:3-5)
God: I take care of them. I will take care of you if you trust me.
“Is the wild ox willing to serve you?” (9-12)
God has made some animals that can be tamed while others cannot be.
“Does the wild donkey bray when he has grass, or the ox low over his fodder?” (6:5)
Again, Job is being challenged to consider the diversity of all that God has made. If you cannot explain the diversity in the animal world, how would you explain how I handle the human race?
And then there is the ostrich (13-18)
The tallest and heaviest bird in the world.
Just a dumb ole “flightless bird” with wings, but it can outrun a horse!
“The fastest bird on land, ostriches can sprint up to 43 miles per hour.”  (nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/ostrich)
The female isn’t careful where she leaves the eggs.
“Some ostrich eggs are lost to hyenas, jackals, and even Egyptian vultures, which break open eggs by dropping stones on them.” (animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/ostrich)
“While tending to their nests, ostriches stick their heads low to the ground when turning over their eggs—this behavior may account for the popular myth that ostriches bury their heads in the sand when they sense danger.” (Ibid.)
“During this period, they will learn to walk and begin to follow their parents or other adult ostriches who will guide them to food to forage. There is no parental feeding - baby ostriches feed themselves instinctively.” (birdfact.com/articles/baby-ostriches)
She has no fear because she’s stupid. Sounds like humans at times.
Did Job chuckle to himself, at least for just a moment?
Lord, exactly what were you thinking when you created this animal?
“Did you give the horse his might?” (19-25)
In contrast to an ostrich, there is something “majestic” about horses.
Even though an ostrich could outrun one at a short distance.
They were fearless and mighty in battles.
When he hears the bell at the Kentucky Derby, he blasts out of the gate.
Hawks and Eagles (26-30)
Seeing the eagles at Shiloh and the Kingston Springs park - Awesome!
“Is it by your understanding … at your command?”
When my mom had cancer: “I just don’t have control anymore.”
Tom Hanks in Castaway: “I had power over nothing.”
What does it take for us to know we are not in control? Especially of why God allows things to happen like they do?
JOB 40
God: You who finds fault with me, who contends and argues with Me, what do you have to say now? (1-2)
“If one wished to contend with him, one could not answer him once in a thousand times.” (9:3)
“Behold, I am of small account … I lay my hand on my mouth … I will proceed no further.” (3-5)
Sounds like an appropriate response that could have ended the matter.
But God wasn’t satisfied! Job still wasn’t where he needed to be in his thoughts and attitude towards God.
Again, God answered Job out of a whirlwind. (6-14)
“Gird up your loins like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me.”
Job had put God in the wrong and had condemned Him so he could be in the right.  Job certainly did not have the power or right to do such a thing.
Could Job judge the world? Could he abase the proud and the wicked? The answer was obvious!
“Behold, Behemoth, which I made as I made you” (15-24)
Behemoth – “a large animal, exact identity unknown” (footnote in NKJV and ESV)
Are the other animals noted in these chapters fictional or mythical? Whatever it was, Job could look at one just like he could the others.
Hippopotamus? Water Buffalo? Elephant?
Tail like a cedar tree?
Laird, noting that the description of the tail doesn’t fit a water buffalo or a hippopotamus, suggests an elephant. He notes the tail is minimal, but then asks, “Is it not possible that the Hebrew znb could refer to the trunk equally as well as tail?” (Laird, Sitting with Job, p. 167)
There are eight other places where this word is found, and in nearly every place, it is contrasted with the head. (Ex. 4:4; Deut. 28:13, 44; Judges 15:4; Isa. 9:14, 15)
Why not a dinosaur?
"Imagine yourself on earth 250 million years ago. … It is too early to see any dinosaurs. Now go forward in time to about 70 million years ago. … Listen.  Giant wings flap overhead. Then you see the shape of a huge pterodactyl. Dinosaurs lived so long ago they never had a chance to know how many kids would love to get a dinosaur to be their pet!" (Scott Foresman Science, Discover the Wonder, Nick 2nd grade)
Billy Graham Question/Answer column: He was asked, “Did they have dinosaurs on Noah’s ark?” He replied, “But no, Noah’s ark apparently did not include dinosaurs. The reason is because dinosaurs and similar ancient creatures that we only know from fossils were extinct by the time God created the human race.
The typical evolutionary timeline is that dinosaurs roamed the earth 225 – 65 million years ago and then became extinct. Humans, on the other hand, have existed for only 1-4 million years.
The creators of the Flintstones had it right in 1960!
Description:
Eats grass – grass/vegetation has been found in the stomachs of dinosaur fossils
Ribs are like bars of iron – look at their skeletons
Strength in his hips - Tyrannosaurus Rex?  Brontosaurus?
Lives in covert of reeds, marsh and under trees.  How is the environment where dinosaurs lived, depicted in textbooks and movies by men who I doubt have read this account?
Why studying dinosaurs is important:
The study of dinosaurs at a young age led the late Harvard professor Stephen Gould to accept the theory of evolution.
“I must admit to being tired of those stupid great beasts, though they are the best recruiting sergeants for our subject among young people (including myself). (Derek Ager, The New Catastrophism, quote from That Their Words May Be Used Against Them, p. 277)
Note:  Ager, 1923-1993,  was a British Paleontologist and professor of Geology in Wales
Louis Jacobs, former President of the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology, said concerning the "co-occurrence of men and dinosaurs. Such an association would dispel an Earth with vast antiquity. The entire history of creation, including the day of rest, could be accommodated in the seven biblical days of the Genesis myth. Evolution would be vanquished." (In Quest of the African Dinosaur, p. 261)
Indiana Dinosaur Museum in South Bend (opened 7-12-24) “Dinosaurs are the best way to teach kids, and adults, the immensity of geologic time.”
Some miscellaneous items:
“It is a gold mine of future exploration. Dinosaur fossils are everywhere across the Middle East.” (www.thenationalnews.com/mena/lebanon/2024/02/20/dinosaur-discoveries-middle-east-poised-to-become-new-goldmine-for-palaeontology/)
“Francis Barnes, an evolutionist and widely recognized authority on rock art of the American Southwest, observed in 1979: “There is a petroglyph in Natural Bridges National Monument that bears a startling resemblance to a dinosaur, specifically a Brontosaurus, with long tail and neck, small head and all” (Barnes and Pendleton, 1979, p. 201, emp. added).  (Kyle Butt and Eric Lyons, Reason & Revelation (March 2008), 28[3]:17-23)
“The anatomy of Brontosaurus is well known, with fossils demonstrating that it was large, long-necked, and quadrupedal with a long tail terminating in a whip-like structure. The cervical vertebrae are notably extremely robust and heavily-built … the hindlimbs were elongated and thick, supported respectively by a heavily built shoulder girdle and pelvis.” (“Brontosaurus,” Wikipedia)
The size of the fossils led researchers to conclude this dinosaur may have been 40 feet tall and 80 feet long. It is believed that this discovery was the largest dinosaur ever unearthed in Europe. What makes this finding even more impressive is the layout of the vertebrae and ribs. According to Dr. Elisabete Malafaia, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Lisbon, "It is not usual to find all the ribs of an animal like this, let alone in this position, maintaining their original anatomical position. (www.discovermagazine.com/the-sciences/5-massive-dinosaur-fossils-and-where-they-were-found)
The Behemoth “is the first of the works of God” (19)
For decades, evolutionists taught that coelacanths (SEE-la-kanths) became extinct about the same time as dinosaurs. Fossils found in same strata as dinosaurs. One was caught in the Indian Ocean near Madagascar on Dec. 24, 1938. One evolutionist said that he could not have been more surprised if he had come across a living dinosaur. These coelacanths look just like their fossilized ancestors.
I hope for the day the Hebrew word (only time this word is found in the OT) is at least translated “dinosaur” or even better, “brontosaurus.” 
JOB 41
Leviathan (livyathan):  a wreathed animal, i.e. a serpent (especially the crocodile or some other large sea-monster); figuratively, the constellation of the dragon; also as a symbol of Bab.:--leviathan, mourning (Strong’s)
“Let those curse it who curse the day; who are ready to rouse up Leviathan.” (Job 3:8)
“You crushed the heads of Leviathan; you gave him as food for the creatures of the wilderness.” (Ps. 74:14)
“Here is the sea, great and wide, which teems with creatures innumerable, living things both great and small. There go the ships, and Leviathan, which you formed to play in it.” (Ps. 104:25-26)
“In that day the LORD with His hard and great and strong sword will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent; and he will slay the dragon that is in the sea.” (Isa. 27:1)
“I went out by night by the Valley Gate to the Dragon (tanniyn) spring ….” (Nehemiah 2:13)
Tanniyn (28 verses) – “a marine or land monster, i.e. sea-serpent or jackal:--dragon, sea-monster, serpent, whale” (Strong’s)
“Am I the sea, or a sea monster, that you set a guard over me?” (Job 7:12)
Again, this was a real creature that Job could see or had heard about and not a mythological creature. If Job’s kids had only read “Puff, the Magic Dragon.”
“The pervasiveness of dragon myths in the folk legends of many cultures is probably no accident. It is a worldwide phenomenon. Is it possible that dragons posed a problem for our postmodern ancestors of a few million years ago…?” (Carl Sagan, Cornell University, Dragons of Eden, p. 149)
"Here be dragons" (Latin: hic sunt dracones) means dangerous or unexplored territories, in imitation of a medieval practice of putting illustrations of dragons, sea monsters and other mythological creatures on uncharted areas of maps where potential dangers were thought to exist. (Here be dragons - Wikipedia)
A nearly complete dinosaur skull found in 2003 in South Dakota is now found in the Children’s Museum in Indianapolis. It was named Dracorex because it looks much like certain “legendary” dragons. A card next to a picture in the museum reads:  “When we saw this creature’s head, we weren’t sure what kind of dinosaur it was. Its spiky horns, bumps and long muzzle looked more like a dragon.” (VBS material from Apologetics Press)
Sarcosuchus – fossil crocodile – 40’ and almost 9 tons – took 4 men to lift the skull that was found in Kenya. “…we are surrounded by the remnants of the once-great dinosaurs.” (www.centerforsurfresearch.org)
Was this a giant crocodile?
In his neck abides strength – crocodiles have necks?
When he raises up the mighty are afraid (25) - crocodiles have short legs
Makes the deep boil like a pot  - crocodiles are stealthy swimmers
Underparts are like sharp potsherds - crocodiles have smooth vulnerable underbellies.
Do crocodiles breathe fire?
What about lightning bugs?
The bombardier beetle can fire a boiling mixture at its predators.
What was the message to Job, particularly as it relates to Behemoth and Leviathan?
Can you capture these beasts with a hook or a snare? Can you make pets out of them for your girls? Will they plead for mercy from you? Will they make a covenant with you (not to hurt/eat you)? Can you fill them with spears, harpoons, darts or javelins, or beat them with clubs and kill them? Will you divide the meat with the merchants? Can you take their hide and sell them?
God: If you cannot contend with these beasts that I created, why do you think you can contend with me!!
“No one is so fierce that he dares to stir him up. Who then can stand before me? Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.” (10-11)
Note the reference to being repaid. Parsons suggests that “the Lord may be refuting Job’s apparent contention that God’s relationship to man was a juridical relationship in which God was obligated to repay him.” (Sitting with Job, p. 26)
See Psalm 18:8 “Smoke went up from his nostrils, and devouring fire from his mouth; glowing coals flamed forth from him.”
A description of God who came to David’s rescue from his enemies.
JOB 42
Job’s response was filled with humility and remorse.
Job: I said things I should never have said. I know that now.
Perhaps Job had become proud. He defended himself to his friends who were certain his sins were being punished by God. He defended himself before God, saying he could find no possible reason why God had done these things to him. His focus had become his obedience. He was exalting himself instead of the works of God. That changed after God’s speech.
“But now my eye sees you” – He came to know/perceive/understand God in ways he would never have otherwise.
“Jehovah speaks. His speeches become an examination of Job, testing the wisdom and knowledge of the suffering patriarch. At times the sufferer has spoken as if he knew all behind the problem of suffering, yet admittedly ignorant as evidenced by his search for the answer. He now confesses his ignorance in the presence of the majestic wisdom of God. In all of God’s works there are manifestations of wisdom and purpose. Job had been boastful in his suffering. He had lacked humility and a sense of dependence on God. God speaks that simple faith in Him might be restored; that man should trust when he cannot see because of the very evidence of purpose on the face of the universe.” (Hailey’s Comments, The Problem of Human Suffering, I:333-347)
“Job had an important lesson to learn and God, speaking from the whirlwind, pounded the lesson home as he drilled Job with questions. Suddenly he realized that feeble man, ignorant even of God’s dealings in the physical world, is even less competent to understand or pass judgment on God’s disbursement of moral justice. Through Job we are reminded of God’s omnipotence.” (Dvorak)
Job became an intercessor for his friends. He endured the suffering without denying God or cursing God. He eventually listened to God’s rebuke. In the end, he had spoken of God what was right. His prayer was accepted by God.
In this, was Job a type of Jesus? Jesus endured suffering and was obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (Phil. 2:8) and became our mediator. He humbly submitted to doing his Father’s will.
Jesus is our mediator - see Hebrews 5:7-10; 8:6; 1 Tim. 2:5
A difference between Job and Jesus is that Jesus didn’t put His Father on trial. While he asked for the cup of suffering to be removed, it was only if it was His Father’s will.
The friends are to be commended - “they did what the Lord told them.” (9)
Have you ever heard someone say, “There’s always chapter 42?” (10-17)
“And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job … gave (him) twice as much as he had before.” (10)
The couple who lost a child will have more children? We will be even more prosperous than we were before because our friends will bring us money and gold rings? We will always regain our health? Our daughters could win the “Miss Land of Uz” contest?
Does this mean the hedges will always be put back? (Job 1:10)
In 1996, one of the biggest controversies in Georgia’s history erupted. Atlanta was selected to host the 1996 Summer Olympics, and Sanford Stadium was chosen as the venue for the soccer matches. Since a regulation soccer field measures approximately 115 yards by 74 yards, the hedges would have to be removed. At the time, former UGA football coach and director of athletics Vince Dooley knew Georgia fans were less than enthralled with the idea.
Healthy cuttings were nurtured into full-grown hedges and returned to Sanford Stadium, where they were transplanted …. The result is the current hedges, which Georgia fans lovingly call “Hedges II.”
“They’re the sons and daughters of the original hedges,” Dooley said in a 2009 interview with ESPN. (The irony was too much to be ignored!)  (https://www.redandblack.com/sports/behind-the-hedges-a-history-of-sanford-stadium-s-greenery/article_29500e1c-4ac1-11ef-87cb-1737be4ba2bb.html)
In the end, Job was willing to serve God for nothing (or no reason other than God is God). He vindicated God and defeated Satan.
“God speaks to the crowd, but his call comes to individuals, and through their personal obedience he acts. He does not promise them success, or even final victory in this life. The goal of the adventure to which he commits them is in heaven. God does not promise that he will protect them from trials, from material cares, from sickness, from physical or moral suffering. He promises only that he will be with them in all these trials, and that he will sustain them if they remain faithful to him” (Paul Tournier). (Gary Henry, The Hope of the Gospel, Jan. 7, Obeying the Gospel)
“Faith isn’t faith until it’s all you are hanging onto.”
God isn’t God until he’s all we are hanging onto.
A professor at the University of Alabama told me that the main thing he had learned in 75 years was that “there is a God and I’m not him.”
Conclusion:
1. (Remember Paul said “finally” and then went on for two more chapters in the book of Philippians) Foreshadows and Application
The battle began between God and Satan at the beginning of this book.
In the end, God was shown to be right and worthy of being worshiped. He entered the dispute with Job because Job had challenged him. But the real dispute was between God and the Devil. God was shown to be right in what he said about Job. God won this battle.
The devil continued his war with God. He made every attempt to thwart the plan of God, even to the point of the death of Jesus. Did the devil believe he had won the battle? But then the first day of the week came! He is risen!
Jesus was tempted in all points just as we are. He suffered temptation and endured the trials. He was obedient, even to the death on the cross. God raised him up! He is victorious. He won his case. The Devil was defeated. There was rejoicing in heaven as he was cast out. (Rev. 12)
God’s integrity was on the line (Could he keep His promises?) and He was victorious.
We cannot say that God has not suffered in this battle.
I wonder if our Father in heaven hurt as much or more than we ever will as He watched His Son and our Savior be nailed to the cross for our sins.
We cannot say to God that He has no idea what it’s like to suffer as we are.
Like it or not, we cannot be what the Lord wants us to be without suffering.
“Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:22)
“Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character hope.” (Rom. 5:3-4)
We are children of God “provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.” (Rom. 8:17)
“For the Lord disciplines the one he loves and chastises every son whom he receives. … For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” (Heb. 12:6, 11)
“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith – more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:6-7)
“But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.” (1 Peter 2:20b-21)
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.” (James 1:2-4)
"Therefore, do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.” (Hebrews 10:35-36)
If we are not going to be persecuted because of our faith and convictions, the Lord may have to find ways to get our attention.
Maybe it’s a thorn in the flesh that we ask God to take away and He says no.  (2 Cor. 12:5-10) 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Does God challenge us to be and do better than we ever thought we could?
Like a coach making us run hills in full pads the first week in August. You find out who’s going to stay and who’s going to quit.
“We can ignore even pleasure. But pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” (And may I add, even a deaf Christian like me.) (C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain) www.goodreads.com/quotes/422142-we-can-ignore-even-pleasure-but-pain-insists-upon-being)
It is an obvious fact that this life can be hard. I remember years ago being at Arnold’s Country Kitchen in Nashville, Tennessee, sitting across the table from a crusty old drifter. Somehow, we got to talking about death, and he said, “I ain’t afraid to die; it’s gettin’ to that point that’s got me worried.” It reminded me of Napoleon Bonaparte’s saying that “it requires more courage to suffer than to die.” Job would have agreed. And today, we are naive if we think our faith is always going to be easy to maintain. To embark on the Christian life is to enter upon an endurance test in which our resolve will have to be very strong. (Gary Henry, Job’s Faith, Obeying the Gospel, July 26)
Would we fear God for no reason?
How do we do when the hedges are removed?
When we lose a job? Stock market crashes? Thieves break in and steal? Natural disasters (still called “acts of God” in the insurance business)? Fires, earthquakes, hurricanes, tornados take our possessions and worse, our families? Our health fails? The support of a wife is gone (dies, divorce, unfaithful)? Our friends/brethren are miserable comforters? Despise us? Have little if nothing to do with us?
You go to work on Wednesday and learn you’re being let go after 25 years.  On Friday, your two children are killed in a car wreck on the way home from college. Do you go to church on Sunday? Bow your head and thank God for His love? After the funerals on Tuesday, you go to the doctor on Thursday and learn that the test results say cancer. It’s not terminal but it will involve surgery and chemotherapy. On the way home, your wife of 27 years tells you she is done with God. ‘If this is what we get for serving Him, I am done with him and I think you should just curse him and die.’ On Saturday, your three best friends from church take you out for breakfast. They have said nothing up to this point. But then one by one they begin to ask, “Do you think God is punishing you because of your sins?” Do you go to church on Sunday? Bow your head and thank God for His love?
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.” (Job 1:21-22)
We don’t fear God for nothing or no reason. The Lord has given us the greatest reason of all! He has saved us from our sins and his wrath. We have hope. Eternal life is promised to those who trust and obey.
He has made clear to us what our greatest need is, and it is not wealth, health, beautiful kids and great relationships. Consider what He did for us at the cross. It is the salvation of our souls. It is the gift of eternal life. He has given us assurance of these things by the resurrection of Jesus.
It is being saved from his wrath that will be poured out on Satan and all who worship him. God has destroyed his power. We are no longer slaves of sin and death. Death is still an enemy but in Christ, we will overcome. We will be raised to everlasting life.
“See you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you.” (John 5:14)
There is something far worse than being lame for 38 years with no one to help you get into the water first so you can be healed.
We have been given better things than Job. (see the book of Hebrews)
Better hope (Heb. 7:19) than Job had.
Better promises (Heb. 8:6) than Job had.
Better covenant (Heb. 8:6) than Job had.
Better mediator (Heb. 8:6) than Job had.
“Nor is there any mediator between us, who may lay his hand on us both.” (Job 9:33)
Better and enduring possessions in heaven (Heb. 10:34) than Job had.
Better country (Heb. 11:16) than Job had.
Better resurrection (Heb. 11:35) than Job knew.
“If a man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my hard service I will wait, till my change comes.” (Job 14:14)
“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth” (Job 19:25)
“God having provided something better for us, that they (the faithful in this chapter and other folks like Job that the Hebrew writer said he didn’t have time to talk about) should not be made perfect apart from us.” (Heb 11:40)
God doesn’t tell is why.
Although the book does not answer the ‘Why’ of suffering altogether, it does answer the greater problem of suffering: ‘What use shall I make of suffering?’ Job is the answer. Out of the furnace of affliction he came forth a better man, possessing a deeper faith in God, a humility and trust he did not know before, nor could he have learned it in any other school than that of suffering. Suffering is in the world; this fact is evident on every hand. The solution of the ‘why’ would be worth little if reached. The big thing, the important thing, is to learn how to use it for the development of a deeper and more abiding trust in God, assured of the great truth that God cares, that He is mindful of every moment of that suffering, and that through it He can make it work to His glory and to the glory and development of the trusting soul that suffers.” (H. Hailey, Hailey’s Comments, The Problem of Human Suffering, 1:333-347)
“We must learn to trust and obey the Creator of the world despite our failure to completely understand all of his workings.” (Dvorak)
“In conclusion, the Book of Job teaches that a person may serve God faithfully, whether his circumstances are bleak or filled with promise, for he has the assurance that God is for him, seeking his ultimate good. A person can triumph over suffering through faith in God.” (John E. Hartley, Sitting with Job, p. 78)
Time and chance happens to us all. Things can happen so randomly. We can easily wonder why us and not them. Do only the best among us get sick? Have children who die? God forbid we think such things!
The most important question is “what?” What does He expect from me? How can I glorify Him at all times?
Little 8-year-old Elijah (along with his two sisters and their great-grandma) asking me questions at Sonic after bible study one Wednesday night while drinking a fruit slush filled with little green nerds: “Why did Jesus die on the cross?” I made a feeble attempt to answer him. Something like I hope you will someday understand and want to follow Jesus. Then he asked and I quote, “Why did God make the future like it is?” (mom and dad divorced, dad had little to do with them) My thought was why don’t you go back to sucking those little green things through your straw and stop asking me questions. I guess and hope I simply said, I don’t know.
It was sometime later that I realized that I can’t answer the last question, but I can answer the first one which is the only question that matters.
Jesus and Peter in John 21: After telling Peter that he would die in a way he would not want, Peter looked at John and asked, “Lord, what about this man?” Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remains until I come, what is that to you?” You follow me!” (21:21-22)
After questioning God, Habakkuk was told a couple of things to remember.
“But the just shall live by His faith.” (Hab. 2:4)
“The Lord is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before Him.” (Hab. 2:20)
How did Solomon end the book of Ecclesiastes after noting such things as injustices in the world and how time and chance sometimes plays a part in our lives?
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether it is good or whether it is evil.” (Eccl. 12:13-14) 
Job said it at first and fully believed it in the end: “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”  (Job 1:21)
Lee Wildman
3841 South Station Drive
Columbus, IN, 47203
leewild58@gmail.com
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