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Holy Spirit Poured Out
Gary Fisher
Text:  Acts 2
Introduction:

I. Acts 2 is a jewel
A. It forms the basis for the rest of the New Testament

B. It teaches many fundamental doctrines

C. Yet, it is a challenging text to understand and apply

II. My approach
A. I am not a rebel, and I am not encouraged by trends away from the Scriptures that I see in some brethren

B. I am not a traditionalist, and therefore I try to study a lot, mostly in context, and be open to course correction as I have seen the way of God more perfectly

C. Two major things have bothered me for a long time
1. John’s statement that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire, when in fact I believed that many in John’s audience would be baptized with neither and perhaps less than a dozen of the ones hearing John with the Holy Spirit

2. How rarely I ever thought about or talked about the Holy Spirit’s role in our life, even though the New Testament says so much about that

D. I have come to different conclusions than I had a few years ago (I wrote a tract in Brazil on spiritual gifts that I now believe has some errors in it)

III. Things I do not believe

A. Spiritual gifts are for today

B. That God still reveals His will today in any way other than through the Bible

C. That the Holy Spirit works irresistibly on the heart of the unbeliever

IV. Background of Acts 1

A. Notice the focus on the Holy Spirit:  (Acts 1:2, 4-5, 8)
B. Notice the 120 together praying  (Acts 1:15, 24)
C. Peter uses Scripture to argue for appointing a replacement apostle
Body:

I. Exposition Of Acts 2

A. Empowering Event  (Acts 2:1-13)
1. The setting:
a. The disciples had withdrawn to wait, pray and leave the next move up to God

b. Day of Pentecost

1) Feast of Weeks from the Old Testament, a celebration of firstfruits; appropriate since the firstfruits of the gospel were brought forth  (Ex.. 23:16; 34:22; Num. 28:26)

2) Whether Pentecost was always on Sunday is debated but quite possible
3) The event that would spread the gospel to the ends of the earth occurred when people from the ends of the earth were in Jerusalem
2. The coming of the Holy Spirit

a. Was appropriate

1) Birth of Jesus (Luke) and of the church (Acts) begin with the arrival of the Holy Spirit

2) Equips apostles for their work just as the Spirit at Jesus’ baptism equipped Him

b. Something was heard and something was seen

1) Wind and spirit are the same word in Greek (and Hebrew)

2) Fire can be a symbol of God’s presence

3) Wind and fire are often symbols of God’s judgments

c. Filled with the Holy Spirit

1) In the Old Testament, Bezalel was filled with the Spirit for sacred craftsmanship  (Ex. 31:3; 35:31), Joshua for leadership  (Deut. 34:9), Micah for prophesying  (Micah 3:8)

2) Common in Acts for disciples to be said to be filled with the Holy Spirit  (Acts 4:8, 31; 6:3, 5; 7:55; 9:17; 11:24; 13:9, 52)
a) Sometimes they were refilled!  (cf. Acts 4:8, 31; 9:17; 13:9; Eph. 2:19-22; 5:18

b) Luke speaks of being filled with many things both good and bad

3) The Spirit was not just given to the apostles
a) Luke emphasizes apostolic leadership elsewhere  (Acts 1:2; 2:14, 43; 4:33; 5:12, 18; 6:2; 8:14, 18; etc.; see also Eph. 2:20; 3:5; 2 Pet. 3:2; Jude 17; Rev. 21:14)
b) But he takes pains with the “all” in verses 1 and 4 to ensure that his readers do not think the Spirit of Pentecost was given only to the apostles

c) The double all is superfluous if it does not include the whole upper room group  (see Acts 1:13; 2:3)

d. They all spoke with tongues, foreign languages

1) The naming of the places the crowd was from shows clearly these were real languages.
a) (See Section II:  “Supplementary Material,” Point A: “Tongues Are Language)

2) Was it a sign that they were to go everywhere preaching the gospel?

3) God was expressing his ultimate intention to unite people from every tribe and language and people and nation under the rule of His Son

4) Gospel was brought home by speaking to each group in their own vernacular

3. A crowd gathers

a. Devout men come to Jerusalem and find out that they are guilty murderers!
1) Even devout men need salvation

2) They are sinners in need of forgiveness  (Acts 2:38, 40)

b. Was not a miracle of hearing

1) They heard them speaking in tongues … so they heard in tongues because it was tongues that were spoken
2) Hearing miracle would require that the crowd had received the Spirit

3) Why emphasize the reception of the Spirit by the disciples if, in fact, the primary miracle at Pentecost happened to others?

c. They were dumbfounded

1) Five different words to describe the reaction

2) Blew their minds; unprecedented

3) Uneducated Galileans were exhibiting this surprising array of linguistic expertise!

d. Interesting contrasts with the tower of Babel

1) Here the intelligibility is what creates confusion

2) Disciples build no towers or shrines; simply wait in borrowed quarters for the Spirit to come down to them

3) Gathers people together, does not spread them out; there to prevent unity, here to create unity

e. The crowd was from many places

1) List of nations moves roughly east to west

2) Gave the messengers credentials  (cf. Mark 16:17-20; Heb. 2:3-4)

4. Reactions

a. What is this?

1) Author exhausts his vocabulary attempting to describe effects on hearers

2) Expresses utter confusion, they didn’t know what to make of such behavior  (cf. Acts 5:24; 10:17)

b. Some accused them of being drunk

1) What is our attitude toward things we don’t understand?
2) Jesus used these very words to describe the gospel  (Lk. 5:37-39)

B. Peter’s Sermon And The Response To It  (Acts 2:14-41)
1. Refutation of being drunk  (Acts 2:14-15)
a. Peter answers the questions of verses 12 and 13 in reverse order

b. This sermon is one of the longest speeches in Acts (429 words in Greek text). Compare to Paul’s speech in Antioch (470 words) and Stephen’s (1014 words)

c. It was far too early in the morning for a group of revelers to be inebriated (unfortunately this argument might have been more telling in antiquity than now!)
d. There is a certain similarity between a drunk person and one who is filled with the Spirit (Lk. 1:15; Eph. 5:18), both are under the influence
2. Prophecy of Joel  (Acts 2:16-21; cf. Joel 2:28-32)
a. Peter is explaining what this means

1) Applies the Joel prophecy to these events

2) He always relates things to Scripture  (cf. Acts 1:20; 2:25-28, 34-35; 3:18-26; 4:11, 24-26)
3) For Luke, Scripture is the matrix which provides the full understanding of the events he narrates

4) Peter quotes more of the Joel passage than would seem to be necessary to explain what was going on. Why? I think grasping this is a key to understanding the structure and meaning of the sermon

b. In the last days.  I am not sure what is the best explanation of this phrase, but here are a few passages to consider  (Rom. 13:11; 1 Cor. 10:11; Gal. 4:4; Heb. 1:1-2; 1 Pet. 1:19-21; 2 Pet. 3:3; 1 Jn. 2:18; Jude 18)
c. Emphases in Joel’s passage

1) Spirit would be poured out

a) In the Joel context

1] The locust plague and drought  (Joel 1:16-20) foreshadows the more terrible day of the Lord  (Joel 2:1-11)

2] Repentance (or possibly judgment) purges  (Joel 2:12-17)
3] Restoration

a] Pouring out of water (the drought ends)  (Joel 2:18-27)
b] Judah will not only have water, but the living water of the Spirit would be poured out also  (Joel 2:28-32)
b) Other prophets stress the outpouring of the Spirit  (cf. Isa. 32:15; 44:3-5; Zech. 12:10; Ezek. 36:27; 37:14; 39:29)

c) Contrast the pouring out of God’s wrath in various passages

d) All flesh

1] Would not discriminate on the basis of gender, age, class

a] Before, selective influence of the Spirit

b] New era of oneness, when superficial distinctions are laid aside

c] Outcasts become core members of God’s new fellowship

d] Erases major social distinctions of the ancient world

2] The outpouring of God’s Spirit will make what must seemed like a dream to Moses into a real possibility  (cf. Num. 11:29)

3] Note the universal emphasis  (Acts 2:21, 39; cf. Lk. 2:30-32; 3:6)
a] (See Section II:  “Supplementary Material,” Point B: “All Believers Are Baptized In The Holy Spirit)

e) The result of God pouring out His Spirit

1] They were immersed in it; the baptism was the effect of the outpouring, not the outpouring itself
2] An unprecedented deluge, a torrential downpour is poured out on a parched people

f) The resulting phenomena

1] Sons and daughters prophecy  (cf. Acts 11:28; 21:9-11)
2] Visions and dreams  (Acts 9:10; 10:3, 10-12; 16:9; 18:9; 22:17-18; 23:11)
a] (See Section II:  “Supplementary Material,” Point C: “Being Baptized In The Holy Spirit Does Not Always Mean Receiving Spiritual Gifts)

2) Judgment would come

a) Wonders and signs are almost always used of miracles  (cf. Acts 2:22, 43; 4:30; 5:12; 6:8; 14:3; 15:12)
b) However, I believe these are judgment figures here

1] Perhaps also in Acts 7:36

2] The blood, fire, smoke, sun in darkness, and moon to blood seems to be judgment language
3] I think the context of Joel calls for this to be judgment language
c) Possibly a reference to Jerusalem’s destruction

1] Destruction of Jerusalem becomes a type of the judgment of God on all the ungodly

2] Those who reject God’s Spirit experience punishment

3] Outpouring of Spirit and work of redemption and salvation results in judgment on those who reject the message

3) Salvation in the Lord

a) From the coming judgment
1] Reassurance that God’s people have nothing to fear from this judgment

2] Deliverance and escape for those who call on God

b) Calling on His name

1] Many references to the name in Acts

a] Power behind healing the lame man  (Acts 3:6, 16; 4:7, 10, 12)
b] Ruler’s threats  (Acts 4:17-18, 30; 5:28, 40-41)
c] Baptism  (Acts 2:38)
d] Forgiveness  (Acts 10:38)

e] Many others

2] Calling on His name  (Acts 9:14; 15:17; 22:16; Rom. 10:12-13; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Tim. 2:22)
3] More than just saying Lord  (cf. Lk. 6:46; Mt. 7:21-23)
c) This statement becomes the theme for the rest of the sermon
3. The Lord that one must call on  (Acts 2:22-36)
a. You must know about the Lord before you can call on Him

b. Jesus’ life  (Acts 2:22)
1) Word “wonder” is never found in NT without the word “sign”
2) Miracles demonstrate the truth of Christ’s claims

c. Jesus’ death  (Acts 2:23)
1) Far from discrediting Jesus, His death was a part of God’s set purpose

2) The paradox of divine sovereignty/necessity and human freedom; it was engineered and carried out by human beings, while it was at the same time the climax of God’s plan of salvation

d. Jesus’ resurrection  (Acts 2:24-32)
1) Consistent contrast between what the enemies did and what God did to Jesus
2) Death was in labor and could not hold back the delivery of Jesus; could not keep Jesus in its grip

3) Since He was the Messiah, He could not remain dead

4) The ultimate fulfillment of Psalm 16 is in Jesus; the tomb is in plain view and David has not vacated it!

a) (See Section II:  “Supplementary Material,” Point H: “Psalm 16”)

5) Note the progression in how Peter addresses:  male Jews (14), male Israelites (22), male brothers (29). Much use of brother in the sense of brother Jew  (cf. Acts 3:17; 22:1; 23:1; 9:17)
6) So the resurrection is proven by Scripture and eyewitness testimony

e. Jesus’ exaltation  (Acts 2:33-36)
1) Ambiguous as to whether Jesus was exalted by the right hand of God or to the right hand of God (both are true)

2) Evidenced by pouring out of the Spirit

a) Apostles are witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection; crowd are witnesses of Jesus’ exaltation because they saw the effect of the outpoured Spirit

b) It was a Messianic executive act

c) Cf. analogy with political candidate

3) Evidenced by Psalm 110

a) A very extensively employed text regarding Christ

b) So resurrection proven by Scripture and witness; exaltation proved by witness and Scripture

4) God made Him both Lord and Christ.  This ties in to verse 21, the Lord there is Jesus
4. How one calls upon the Lord  (Acts 2:37-41)
a. They were pierced to the heart

1) Conviction of guilt is prelude to repentance just like thirst is a requirement to drink

2) Their being convicted of sin by the Holy Spirit in the message they heard  (cf. Jn. 16:8-9)

3) People can react in very different ways when their conscience is stabbed  (cf. Acts 7:54)

b. Explanation of how to call on the name of the Lord

1) Repent

a) Radical change of mind

b) Not helpful hints on living a more fulfilling life or useful projects to work on

2) Let each of you be baptized

a) Shift from second person plural to third person singular was a way to individualize the command … From general call to individualized instruction

b) Joined with repentance as being for forgiveness

3) For forgiveness of sin

a) So that their guilt in putting their Messiah to death might be forgiven

b) Mt. 26:28:  Jesus’ blood was shed and we repent and are baptized for the forgiveness of sin

4) Echoes verse 21

a) Everyone who calls on = repent and be baptized
b) Name of the Lord = name of Jesus Christ

c) Will be saved = for forgiveness of sins

5) You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit

a) Should be understood in terms of Joel’s prophecy

b) They had murdered His son and He was offering them His Spirit!

c. Further connections with the Joel prophecy

1) Acts 2:39:  the promise is for all the Lord will call to Himself (the unquoted part of Joel 2:32)

2) Acts 2:40:  be saved from this perverse generation relates to Acts 2:19-20

d. Result

1) Baptism is for those capable of receiving the word

2) Vigorous growth spurt

5. This sermon is a good example of contextual preaching

C. First Summary Passage  (Acts 2:42-47)
1. Summaries common in Acts

a. Statements:  (Acts 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; 28:31)
b. Panels  (Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35; 5:12-16)
2. New converts did not merely add Christianity to their already busy lives, but devoted themselves
3. Summary of the things they continued in

a. Apostles’ teaching

1) Mt. 28:20

2) Instruction is an important part of the new community

3) We follow apostles’ teaching in the word  (Eph. 2:20; 3:5)

b. Fellowship  (cf. Phil 1:5)
c. Breaking of bread

1) Probably Lord’s Supper since the other items in the list are spiritual

2) Wasn’t just saying that they were devoted to eating!

d. Prayer

1) Integral to the vitality of the church

2) Two way communication with God through apostles’ teaching and prayer

4. Details of the things they continued in

a. Signs confirmed apostles’ teaching

b. Fellowship is expressed in generosity

1) They shared their possessions

a) What we do with our possessions matters
b) They valued people over possessions, a close family relationship
2) Imperfect tense says that it was not a one-time occurrence, but a recurrent practice as the need arose  (cf. Lk. 12:33; 18:22; Acts 4:34-35)
a) If the need was greater they sold and gave until the needs were met

b) Believer’s financial problems were not automatically and miraculously solved by virtue of becoming a Christian

3) Conflicts with economic culture shaped by individual acquisitiveness, treasuring private property, etc.

4) Could generosity be abused? Yes  ( 2 Th. 3, yet even there see 3:13)
c. They were together in the temple and from house to house

1) It helps so much for Christians to be together daily

a) Consider  (Acts 5:42; Heb. 3:13)
b) Single-mindedness is not always good  (Acts 7:57; 19:29)
2) Question about the breaking of bread

a) Is it the same meaning as  Acts 2:42?

b) Lord’s Supper or common meal? Consider the addition of taking their meals and the absence of the article before bread

d. Praising God and having favor with the people

1) Connects with prayers in Acts 2:42?

2) God protected the infant church

II. Supplementary Material
A. Tongues Are Languages
1. There was one promise of speaking with new tongues (Mk. 16:17), so we should expect only one type of phenomenon. There were not multiple tongues’ promises

2. Acts 2 seems abundantly clear that the tongues were languages, the very nations the people came from are listed

a. While many, if not most of these people, would have spoken Greek, perhaps also Aramaic, they were hearing the apostles in their native tongues

b. The presence of universal language, Greek, means that it is unlikely that the purpose of tongues was to enable missionary work

c. This served to confirm that the men with the tongues had an authentic message from the Lord

3. 1 Corinthians for many seems to contradict this view

a. The situation in Corinth was different, not because the tongues were different, but because the audience was:  people from one place, not from many places

b. The fact that no one understands is not because the tongue is not understandable, but because they didn’t speak that language

c. He uses illustrations that indicate the tongue is intelligible (e.g. musical instruments, barbarian languages)

d. He uses the term “interpret,” which means to translate

e. The tongues in Acts 2:21 are the Assyrian language

4. What about the tongues of angels?  (1 Cor. 13:1)
a. Paul is using hyperbole to illustrate the uselessness of even impossible gifts without love

b. No one argues that he had all knowledge, had all faith, gave all his possessions, had surrendered his body to be burned, but hypothetically, even if he did, without love he was nothing

B. All Believers Are Baptized In The Holy Spirit
1. OT expectation

a. That together with God fully establishing His reign over His people, and over the earth, there would be a fresh and unprecedented outpouring of God’s Spirit. One of the clearest signs of the arrival of the new age of salvation and blessing:  the coming of God’s Spirit

b. Ezek. 36:26-27; 37:14; 39:29; Isa. 32:15; 44:3-5; Joel 2:28-32; Zech. 12:10

c. Notice the use of the Spirit in 2 Corinthians 3 as shorthand for the gospel era

d. The Spirit was not absent from the OT, but the NT is to be marked by the presence of the Spirit in a special way

2. Titus 3:5-6

a. The “we” here is all Christians
b. The washing of regeneration is the washing that causes us to be born again, baptism

c. The renewing by the Holy Spirit occurs at the same time
d. The Holy Spirit was poured upon us richly through Jesus

1) Connect with OT passages and Acts 2:33
2) The result is being immersed in the Spirit who was poured out

3. Acts 2:38

a. Why wouldn’t we connect the gift of the Holy Spirit with the context, with the Joel prophecy, and with what is happening on the day of Pentecost?

b. Especially when the Joel passage specifically said that the Spirit would be poured out on all mankind

4. Luke 3:16

a. Notice that John said to them all (see also vs. 15 and all wondering)
b. I think the use of fire in the context leads to understanding the fire aspect of the baptism to be judgment/punishment

c. To limit Jesus’ baptizing with the Holy Spirit to the 12, Cornelius & company, and Paul would mean that at most 12 in John’s audience were baptized by Jesus in the Spirit, and quite possibly less than that
5. 1 Corinthians 12:13

a. Translation issue:  in one Spirit or by one Spirit

1) Argument for by one Spirit making the Spirit the baptizer and not the element in which we were baptized is that four times in the context the same preposition is used and means by the Spirit (twice in vs. 3, twice in vs. 9)

2) Argument that it means in or with
a) Other passages that use this preposition with baptism and the Spirit mean in the Spirit  (cf. Mt. 3:11; Mk. 1:8; Lk. 3:16; Jn. 1:33; Acts 1:5; 11:16)
b) Notice the same preposition:  with water  (Mt. 3:11; Mk. 1:8; Jn. 1:26, 33); in the Jordan  (Mt. 3:6; Mk. 1:5); in the cloud and in the sea  (1 Cor. 10:2)

c) Every time the NT speaks of being baptized by someone, the preposition is hupo, not en  (cf. Mt. 3:6, 13-14; Mk. 1:5, 9; Lk. 3:7; 7:30)
d) Is there any biblical support for the idea that the Spirit baptizes us, that He is the One who does the baptizing? If so, what does He baptize us in/with? Jesus baptizes with/in the Holy Spirit. But does the Holy Spirit Himself ever do baptizing work?

b. If the correct translation is, in fact, in or with the Spirit the argument is over and we are all baptized in the Spirit

c. All made to drink of one Spirit is a different metaphor leading to the same conclusion

1) Paul’s point in the context is to emphasize unity

2) The result of being baptized in the Spirit is that we drink of Him

6. John 7:37-39

a. Notice the stages:  be thirsty, come and drink, become a source of living water

b. He spoke this of the Spirit whom those who believed in Him were to receive

c. But not yet, because He wasn’t glorified yet; He would not pour out the Spirit until He returned to the Father  (cf. Jn. 16:7)

d. There are many figures that can be used to describe our receiving the Spirit

1) The Spirit is richly poured out, we drink of Him, we are baptized in Him, we receive Him, He is given to us, we are filled with Him, He dwells in us, etc.

2) Obviously these are not physically literal (cf. eating Christ’s flesh and drinking His blood, being buried with or crucified with Christ)

3) But they are real

4) The metaphor changes with the context and with the point being emphasized

7. Acts 19:1-7

a. If they didn’t receive the Spirit when they believed, then into what were they baptized?

b. If one is baptized into Christ then he has received the Spirit

8. John 3:5

a. The baptism we receive involves two elements:  water and Spirit. We understand that being born of water involves baptism in water; why wouldn’t being born of the Spirit involve baptism in the Spirit?
b. It is a spiritual birth (not a fleshly birth) because we are born of the Holy Spirit

c. By the way, this then shows that Eph. 4:5 does not contradict this view … there is one baptism composed of two elements

d. See also Gal. 4:29 (born according to the Spirit)
9. Ephesians 5:18

a. Because we are immersed in the Spirit, the Spirit should fill us

b. That is a progressive thing:  as we grow into a holy temple in the Lord  (Eph. 2:19-22)
1) Notice that being filled with the Spirit is not a one-time only event  (cf. Acts 4:31)
2) Compare the use of the disciples believing; they are said to have believed various times
10. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit  (1 Cor. 6:9-11; 1 Pet. 1:2; Eph. 1:13-14; Acts 5:32; Rom. 5:5; Gal. 3:5)

a. Once you understand the concept, then where does the NT not speak of our being immersed in the Spirit.
C. Being Baptized In The Holy Spirit Does Not Always Mean Receiving Spiritual Gifts
1. It appears that the 120 in Acts 2 and Cornelius & company in Acts 10 received special gifts as a result of their being baptized in the Spirit, but other times those baptized in the Spirit did not
2. Certainly spiritual gifts are not the emphasis in many of the OT prophecies  (cf. Isa. 44:3-5; Ezek. 36:27; 37:14; 39:29; Zech. 12:10)
3. No indication that spiritual gifts are the focus in Titus 3:5-7

a. The Holy Spirit renews us in this passage

b. He was poured out upon us richly … would that mean a lot of spiritual gifts? (I don’t believe there is any indication that all first century Christians had spiritual gifts)

4. John 3:5 connects with new birth, not miraculous abilities

5. I understand that apostles laid their hands on people to give them spiritual gifts  (cf. Acts 6:6, 8; 8:6-7, 14-19; 19:1-7)
6. So if Holy Spirit baptism meant spiritual gifts and was given to all in the first century, then …

a. People received gifts at their baptism and the hands of the apostles had nothing to do with it

b. Or people received Holy Spirit baptism when the apostles laid their hands on them and there were two baptisms a person undergoes

7. Also, other references to the Holy Spirit in the NT do not necessarily imply spiritual gifts

a. Gal. 5:22-23:  fruit of the Spirit

b. Eph. 5:18-21:  one is filled with the Spirit by speaking, singing and making melody, giving thanks and being subject

c. Acts 6:3, 5-6:  the seven were full of the Spirit before the laying on of the apostles’ hands

d. 1 Cor. 6:19-20:  the fact that our body is a temple of the Holy Spirit is a reason we should not commit fornication

e. John the Baptist was full of the Spirit, but did no miracle  (Lk. 1:15; Jn. 10:41)
D. Spiritual Gifts Are Not For Today
1. There is no evidence for the same gifts that were in the NT

2. Those who have the “gifts” today preach contradictory things. Would the Spirit be confirming the message of people whose teaching contradicts?
3. The purposes of the gifts were to reveal and confirm the word; those purposes have ceased  (cf. Mk. 16:17-20; Heb. 2:3-4)

4. The means of receiving the gifts have ceased. Under normal circumstances the gifts were received by the apostles’ hands. There are no living apostles

5. 1 Corinthians 13

a. In the context, Paul is showing that love is a more excellent way than the spiritual gifts

1) He shows that having an unbelievable, extraordinary gift without love leaves you with nothing  (1 Cor. 13:1-3)
2) He shows the characteristics of love -- characteristics we can see from the rest of the letter that the Corinthians struggled with  (1 Cor. 13:4-7)
3) He shows that love endures while the gifts cease, so that love is better because it lasts longer  (1 Cor. 13:8-13)
b. Analysis of 1 Cor. 13:8-13

1) Spiritual gifts were to cease (1 Cor. 13:8)
a) I believe the prophecy, tongues and knowledge represent the complete set of spiritual gifts
2) They cease because they are partial  (1 Cor. 13:9)
a) No one ever received all knowledge or all revelation at one time

b) The message was transmitted piece by piece, part by part

3) They cease when the perfect comes  (1 Cor. 13:10)
a) Perfect is a quality, it could apply to many things

b) In the context, the perfect should be seen as the sum of the parts

1] The parts refer to revelation part by part

2] So the perfect refers to the completed revelation

c) James 1:22-25 uses the term perfect and the mirror illustration to refer to the word of God

d) It is like scaffolding. You use it to erect the building, but once it is built the scaffolding is removed

e) When God completed the revelation, the spiritual gifts ceased

4) Analogies  (1 Cor. 13:11-12)
a) Childhood vs adulthood

1] One speaks, thinks and reasons differently when one reaches adulthood
2] Think in terms of childhood and adulthood of the revelation or even of the church
b) Mirrors
1] Imagine a mosaic mirror with many parts missing:  what would you see?

2] Imagine a perfect full-length mirror:  what do you see? Yourself (face to face)

3] With the completed revelation we now have the full mirror. The Scriptures show us who we really are and how we really are

c) Knowledge

1] In the period of the gifts there was only partial knowledge  (Jn. 16:12-13). God was guiding them into all truth

2] Once the revelation was complete we had total knowledge of what God wanted us to know

5) Faith, hope and love  (1 Cor. 13:13)
a) In contrast with that which ceases and that which comes there is that which abides

b) The abiding things are faith, hope and love

c) The greatest is love because only love abides after Jesus returns

1] When Jesus returns hope ceases  (Rom. 8:24-25)
2] When Jesus returns faith ceases  (2 Cor. 5:7)
d) So there are three periods

1] The period of spiritual gifts, plus faith, hope, love

2] The period with faith, hope and love

3] The period with just love

e) By this analysis, the spiritual gifts had to cease before the return of the Lord when faith and hope will cease also

E. The Holy Spirit Speaks/Reveals Today Only Through The Word
1. The Holy Spirit does speak through the Word  (cf. Neh. 9:30; Eph. 6:17; Rev. 2-3 [what the Spirit says to the churches]; 1 Pet. 1:10-12; 2 Pet. 1:20-21)
2. The apostles (and prophets) have a special role in revelation

a. Even among the earliest Christians  (Acts 2:14, 42; 4:33; 5:12)
b. From there on out  (Acts 15; Eph. 3:5; 2 Pet. 3:2; Jude 17)
c. See the special promises to the apostles about the Comforter  (John 14:26; 15:26-27; 16:12-13)
1) We are guided into all truth indirectly by means of the apostolic testimony

2) Not by a direct revelation of the Spirit to individual believers today nor by a corporate revelation to teaching officers (like the Catholic hierarchy)

3) Would anyone today claim that the Holy Spirit has guided them personally into all the truth?!

d. 1 Corinthians 2:6-13

1) The “us” and the “we” are the apostles and prophets

2) They speak the things that the Spirit told them to in the exact words the Spirit gave

3) There is no other way to know God’s will because we do not know what any other human being is thinking, how much less do we know what God is thinking

e. Ephesians 2:20

1) The apostles and prophets form the foundation of the church  (cf. Rev. 21:14)

2) Jesus is the cornerstone

3) We are built on the teaching of the apostles and prophets

3. God does not communicate/reveal His will to us in any other way

a. If He continued to do it in the same way, then what we say would have the same weight as what the Scriptures do!  (cf. 2 Th. 2:15, equal authority whether oral or written). If prophecy existed today we would have to treat its product as equivalent to Scripture
b. There is no indication in the Scriptures that there is a lesser form of revelation today. Some try to come up with a secondary kind of prophecy (e.g., Wayne Grudem), but make a very weak case
c. No indication of God communicating through prompting, hunches, having the peace of God in a decision, inner illumination, etc.

4. Evaluating a couple of passages used to try to prove revelation of some sort today

a. 1 Corinthians 2:14-16

1) In the context, the idea is that the gospel is God’s wisdom, but the wise of this age don’t accept it. God’s wisdom can only be received by the Spirit inspired revelation given through the apostles in the words taught by the Spirit

2) The point of verses 14-16 is that men on their own cannot understand God, and therefore if they don’t accept God’s revelation, they are unqualified to judge us

a) The natural man is man on an entirely human level, not guided by the Holy Spirit’s revelation

b) He doesn’t understand the preaching of salvation through a crucified Savior; this is nonsense to him

c) Don’t worry about the natural man’s assessment of you; only the man who accepts revelation can properly evaluate and examine spiritual things

d) Since they don’t accept God’s revelation, they will reach different conclusions

b. 1 John 2:20, 27

1) John is combating pre-Gnostics who claimed some elite, secret knowledge

a) Perhaps they were claiming some type of anointing (he is already playing on that with the idea of antichrist, anti-anointed ones)
b) They wanted to make the brethren feel that they were missing something

2) John is saying that they have their own anointing and all of them know

a) Some believe the anointing is the Holy Spirit

b) I think it is better to see it as the Word of God  (cf. 1 Jn. 2:14; 2 Jn. 2). The Holy Spirit has not even been mentioned in the letter to this point

c) They have the anointing, the Word, the resources to meet the crisis

d) You all know (not just a special elite)  (Jn. 18:20; Col. 1:28; Heb. 8:11)
e) Note that it is absolutely impossible to reconcile truth and error   (1 Jn. 2:21)
f) The test of anointing (1 Jn. 2:27) is faithfulness to the message that was preached from the beginning

F. The Holy Spirit Does Not Work Directly On The Heart Of The Sinner To Enable Him To Believe
1. Calvinistic concept is that man is so totally depraved that only a special working of the Holy Spirit can convert Him (doctrine of irresistible grace)

2. The world cannot receive the Holy Spirit  (Jn. 14:17)
3. Notice that people become believers through the word  (Jn. 17:20; 20:31; 6:44-45; Rom. 1:16; 10:17; Acts 2:37)
G. There Is No Reason Biblically To Assert That The Holy Spirit Only Works For Believers Today Through The Word

1. Most of us would not hasten to add through the Word to every statement about what God or Jesus do for us

a. Christ lives in me  (Gal. 2:20). Is that only through the Word?
b. Think about prayers for brethren  (Eph. 1:15-19; Phil. 1:9-11; Col. 1:9-12; 1 Th. 3:11-13; 2 Th. 1:11-12; 2:16-17; 3:5; Phile. 6; Heb. 13:20-21)
1) Would we ask God to strengthen but think only through the Word?
2) Ask God to cause our or other brethren’s love to increase, but think only through the Word?
3) Ask for God to direct our way to you, but think only through the Word?
c. We don’t limit what God or Jesus do for us to what they do for us in the Word; examples here could be multiplied, how about our prayers for safety, health, etc.

d. Why would we need to think only through the Word for every act the Spirit does?
2. There are so many texts that emphasize the work of the Holy Spirit in the NT. I have never given nearly enough emphasis to them

3. Here are a very small number of texts that are difficult to explain with the required appendage:  through the Word

a. The God who raised Jesus from the dead raises us from the dead through the Spirit that dwells in us  (Rom. 8:9-11). Is it only the Word that raises us?

b. The Holy Spirit intercedes for us when we don’t know how to express our thoughts in prayer  (Rom. 8:26-27). Not just through the Word

c. The fact that the Holy Spirit dwells in us adds weight to Paul’s argument to flee sexual immorality  (1 Cor. 6:18-20). Did he just mean that the Word dwells in us?

d. Is not the treasure entrusted the Word in 2 Tim. 1:14? So does Timothy guard, through the Word that dwells in him, the Word that was entrusted to him?
e. Galatians 4:6:  Should we really say this just means He sent the Word into our hearts?
f. I had seen 2 Cor. 1:21-22 to be applicable just to the apostles. However, what do we do with 2 Cor. 5:5; Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30?

1) We are sealed with the Holy Spirit. Does that mean that God giving us the Holy Spirit confirms us as His people and property?

2) Notice the phrase the Holy Spirit of promise. Consider the use of promise in Acts 2:39 and the prior uses of promise by Luke  (Lk. 24:49; Acts 1:4; 2:33)
3) Does it matter that the Holy Spirit is given in our hearts?  (2 Cor. 1:22; Rom. 5:5; Gal. 4:6; cf. 2 Cor. 3:3)
4) God gave the Holy Spirit to us to be a down payment on future blessings
g. God gives us the Holy Spirit  (e.g., Acts 5:32; 1 Th. 4:8; Lk. 11:13)

h. Many indwelling passages

1) There is a mutual indwelling of God in us and us in God  (1 Jn. 4:15), Jesus in us and us in Jesus (Jn. 6:56), Holy Spirit in us and us in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9-11; Gal. 5:25)
2) Consider John 14:10:  Jesus and the Father abide in each other

3) Refers to a personal spiritual relationship, closeness

i. God strengthens through the Spirit

1) Consider this:  many NT texts speak about the Spirit. At the very least, we don’t talk nearly as much about the Spirit as the NT does. We should.
2) Eph. 3:16:  Paul prays that God would give according to the riches of His glory (which is a phrase indicating quantity, as much as the riches of His glory!) to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man

a) That is a pretty incredible prayer

b) What does it mean? What would it mean to us if Paul had prayed this without adding through His Spirit?

c) Does he really mean to be strengthened with power only through the Word? What do we mean when we say through the Word?

3) This leads to three other contexts that speak a lot about the Spirit  (Rom. 7-8, Gal. 5; 2 Cor. 3)
a) These passages give a lot of emphasis to the role of the Spirit, especially in the context of the gospel and in our victory over sin
b) I see the need to revisit texts like these and consider more carefully the role of the Spirit in our lives

c) In the same way that we don’t normally see God answering prayer as limited to what He does for us in the Word, we should probably not limit the Spirit in that way
4) Does seeing the work of the Spirit as something that may occur in other ways than only in the Word lead us to Calvinism or to Pentecostalism?

a) I do not believe the Bible teaches that men inherit a totally (or partially) depraved nature

b) I do not believe that we can receive any message as God’s revealed truth other than what is written in the Bible

j. There are many other NT passages that talk about the role of the Spirit!

H. Psalm 16
1. It is interesting to consider prophecies about Jesus, because many of them are not only about Jesus, at least not on the surface  (e.g. Isa. 7:14)
2. This is first a Psalm about David

a. His character:  He takes refuge in God, has God as His Lord, has no good besides God, delights in the saints, and does not worship other gods

b. His blessings:  He inherits the Lord, God counsels Him, He has stability because of God’s presence

c. His hope:  God would deliver him from death, and not abandon him, and he would be forever in God’s presence

3. This is a Psalm about godly people:  we can see the marks of the godly man, the blessings of the godly man, and the prospects of the godly man

4. But if you press the language, this is ultimately and exclusively a Psalm about Jesus

a. Consider what both Peter and Paul said about its fulfillment  (Acts 2:29-31; 13:35-37)
b. Throughout the Psalm, in fact, Jesus fulfills more completely

1) He truly had no good besides God

2) He had all His delight in the saints

3) He only had set the Lord always before Him

4) He really was never shaken

5. Many prophecies about Jesus are like that

a. Initially they are about someone in the contemporary vision of the prophet (perhaps himself)

b. They are also often about others in a similar situation

c. They are ultimately (and if you press the language, “exclusively”) about Jesus

Conclusion:

I. We need to study passages constantly, even the ones we know, like Acts 2, because there is so much on the surface even that we miss
II. We need to restudy the Holy Spirit. At the very least we must emphasize the Holy Spirit more. I never have because I felt like I didn’t know enough. Well after being a Christian now for over 45 years, I think I need to get started
III. We need to be willing to question cherished beliefs; we have no monopoly on the truth. We should never seek to be different or radical just to be rebels, but we should be totally loyal to the Lord and His Word

Gary Fisher
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I read and studied numerous books on the Holy Spirit and articles in my files. I did not listen to sermons on-line and perhaps missed an important resource in that. If you know about good material, please share. But I did not find much to recommend. I think the best thing I found was Power from on High, by Jack Cottrell. Like all of Cottrell’s material I have read, he is too much of a systematic theologian for my tastes. But he is fair, objective, knowledgeable, balanced and often a paradigm shifting writer (God the Ruler changed my views fundamentally). I also have little to share in the way of commentaries on Acts. I do think that Journeying through Acts by F. Scott Spencer is well worth some reading and thought. Otherwise, I think in Acts you have to do a lot of reading to get much worthwhile.[image: image1.png]
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