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Text:  Rom. 5

Introduction:

I. The power of the gospel of Christ for salvation is the central theme of Romans (1:16, 17). Chapter five is one of the brightest lights of Romans - illuminating the power of the gospel over the gloominess of sin and death.

II. Many have described chapter 5 as the most difficult contained in the epistle. While the chapter has its difficult spots, the impetus of God’s message is clear - the power of salvation is contained in Christ.

III. We will follow this simple outline:

A. An examination of the general context of Romans 5.

B. A brief exposition of verses 1-11 - the results of justification.

C. An exposition of verses 12-21 - Life in Christ.

Discussion:

I. Examination of General Context - To help us understand what Paul has discussed up to chapter 5, a quick examination of the context is in order.

A. After his introductory remarks, Paul sets for us the theme of his epistle (1:16, 17). There are several elements which comprise this theme.

1. The gospel of Christ - the message of His sacrificial act and His resurrection.

2. The power of God to salvation - the ability of God to rescue man from sin and death.

3. The universality of salvation - for everyone, both Jew and Greek.

4. Salvation by faith - faith being the basis upon which God grants salvation, as opposed to meritorious or work-based salvation.

B. We see Paul emphasizing these points on numerous levels. Prior to chapter 5, these main points have been made

1. God’s wrath is revealed (1:18). Man’s sinfulness stands open for judgment and condemnation.

2. All have sinned (2:23). Paul points to the universality of sin to show that no one is immune from the wrath of God.

3. Justification through faith (3:28). Justification based upon one’s faith in the Lord has always been the focus of God. One’s complete trust and reliance upon Jehovah is the foundation of justification.

C. After Paul has shown his readers the universal need for justification, showing them the basis upon which justification would be granted, he then proceeds in chapter 5 to make two primary points.

1. The results of justification (verses 1-11).

2. The ability of one Man to save all of mankind (verses 12-21).

II. Results of Justification (verses 1-11).

A. Having discussed the basis of justification, Paul proceeds to show us the results and benefits to those justified (verses 1-5).

1. “Therefore” (v. 1) is a clear connection to the preceding verses where Paul points out that righteousness “shall be imputed” to those who believe in God (v. 24,25).

2. “Having been justified by faith”:  In essence this is a summary statement of chapter four. Paul then continues to the blessings.

a. “We have peace with God.”

1) There is strong textual support to read this as “let us have peace with God.” This would render the phrase a command for the Christian to follow. The reading preferred by most translations is strengthened by the context of blessings we have in Christ. The peace we have is a result of justification.

2) Earlier in his epistle, Paul describes sinful man as being in danger of God wrath (1:18).  We were enemies toward God (5:10). The carnal mind is enmity against God (8:7). The clear picture is that of sinful man and God in opposition to one another.

3) The blessing of peace is an important element of justification. The relationship between God and man is restored to what God originally intended for all of us. The word “peace” is used 11 times within this epistle.

b. “We have access by faith into this grace in which we stand.” “This grace” modifies what Paul said prior to this, which is the state of justification. “Access” carries the idea of introduction or entrance. We can now be introduced to God because of the mediating act of Christ.

c. “Rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” In spite of man’s sinfulness - or perhaps because of it - we have longed to see the glory of God. Now in Christ we can anticipate and be glad of this promise to us.

d. “Glory in tribulations.” Man without hope will suffer in vain. Man with hope will suffer knowing that his trials have a very definite and positive spiritual result. Paul describes these for us.

1) Produces perseverance.

2) Produces character.

3) Produces hope.

e. “The love of God has been poured out...” It is important to note that what is poured out is God’s love, and this is done by the Holy Spirit. This is not based on one’s feelings, but is produced through the revelation of the Word through the Holy Spirit. It is the knowledge of what God has done that allows us to experience this love.

B. Verses 6-11 are basically an argument from the lesser to the greater. The basic argument is that if God was willing to provide justification of sinful man (being an enemy of God), how much more likely is it for God to provide final salvation to those of us who are at peace with God.

1. Christ died for us while we were still separated from God. Paul uses the following terms in this context to describe man prior to justification.

a. “We were still without strength” (v. 6).

b. “The ungodly” (v. 6).

c. “While we were still sinners” (v. 8).

d. “When we were enemies” (v. 10).

2. Some have tried to differentiate between the “righteous man” and the “good man,” and between “scarcely” and “perhaps.”  It seems that such distinction is unnecessary, and that Paul uses simple parallelism to make his point.

a. Paul’s point is that man might on occasion sacrifice his life for someone else, and usually only for those he deems worthy enough to make such a final sacrifice.

b. However, Christ died for those who, in no way, deserved this selfless and sacrificial act.

3. In this section, Paul argues from the lesser to the greater by the phrases connected with “much more.” Having established that God was willing to aid sinful man, what then, as the argument goes, will God do for those who are now justified? So we see the pattern as follows...

a. Having been justified by His blood, (much more) we shall be saved from wrath through Him (verse 9).

b. When we were enemies we were reconciled to God through Christ’s death, (much more) we shall be saved by His life (v. 10).

c. The pattern continues in the next section on verses 12-21 with the comparison between Adam and Christ. Again, the argument from the lesser to the greater is made.

C. Paul repeatedly uses the words “reconciled” and “reconciliation” which denotes a change or an exchange. Here God no longer considers the justified ones as enemies or hostile. We also have an exchange of the sinful life for the righteous life.

D. God is assuring the reader that He will complete the justification with salvation.

III. Death in Adam, Life in Christ (verses 12-21)

A. Here Paul introduces a comparison and contrast between Adam and Christ. There has been much discussion and disagreement over the true meaning of these verses.

1. We should not loose sight of Paul’s primary point.

a. The fate of humanity rests in the hands of a single individual - namely Christ. Is it even possible for One to save many? How can we be sure there is power enough to provide man with his needs?

b. The contrast between Adam and Christ is to show that if Adam could have such an impact on humanity, clearly the saving act of Jesus can remedy whatever effect Adam had.

c. We should remind ourselves to focus on Christ and not Adam. Paul is not intending here to define a doctrine of “Original Sin,” but is emphasizing the power of our Lord. Lest we dwell on the difficult aspects of these verses, we should pay attention to the real point Paul is making.

B. The doctrine of Original Sin.

1. Many have used these verses (primarily verses 12 and 19) to teach a doctrine of Original Sin.

a. Original Sin as a doctrine teaches that humanity has been affected by the sin of Adam in such a way that all his descendants are born sinners (or born with a sinful nature). There are several variations to this basic doctrine, but the teaching is used to explain the universality of sin.

1) The majority of “Christendom” believes and teaches some form of Original Sin.

2) Numerous other teachings spring from this doctrine, such as Unconditional Election and Infant Baptism.

2. Paul is not defining the doctrine of Original Sin. We must remember a few basic teachings.

a. Sin is the act of violating law (1 John 3:4). While sin is often personified to make numerous spiritual points, the reality is that sin is not an entity overshadowing humanity and controlling his actions.

b. God holds individuals accountable for their own choices and actions, not the choices and actions of others (Ezekiel 18:24).

c. Whether one believes in Original Sin or not, the fact remains that we all sin (Romans 3:23) and we all need salvation. We may argue whether sin is a result of Adam’s actions, but it is my sin that stands between me and my God.

3. Looking at the text.

a. Verse 12. “Through one man” - clearly this is speaking of Adam and the sin he introduced to the world. Technically speaking, Eve sinned before Adam, so this should give us a clue that Adam is being used as a figure or representative (much in the same way that Christ will be later in the following verses).

1) “Sin entered the world” - Sin existed prior to the creation, but the world which God created had not experienced sin until Adam violated law.

2) “Death through sin” - The relation between sin and death is clear throughout the Scriptures. But what kind of death is meant? It could be argued that at least physical death is meant. The moment man lost access to the Tree of Life, he began to die (notice the emphasis in Genesis 5 on the death of the descendants of Adam). After looking at verses 13 and 14, it appears that physical death is primarily in view.

3) “Because all sinned” - The language points to a single act, which would argue for Adam’s sin being considered. We should read Adam as being a representative of all of mankind. Not that as his descendants we inherited a sinful nature, but rather as man sins, he imitates the sin of Adam.

b. Verse 13. This begins a parenthetical thought which ends at verse 18. At that point Paul picks up where he left off at verse 12.

1) “The law” - There is no definite article in the Greek. However, “law” appears to be referring to the Mosaical Law. Verse 14 refers to death reigning from “Adam to Moses” which marks the period of time the world was without “the law” mentioned in verse 13.

2) Paul makes the point that before the Mosaical Law (a specialized, revealed law), sin was in the world. This would imply, according to Paul, that there was still law.

c. Verse 14. The simple point is that death, the consequence of sin, continued during the time period between Adam and Moses. Moreover, death affected those who sinned differently than Adam.

1) The sins that others committed stand in opposition to “the transgression of Adam” which was eating of the forbidden tree. The point is, that death affected others who committed sin where death was not a specified consequence.

2) Adam is described as a type of Christ. This is seen elsewhere, such as 1 Corinthians 15:45. The point is where Adam failed, Christ succeeded.

d. Verse 15. A similarity between Adam and Jesus is made. Because of Adam’s sin, many die. It appears physical death is in view. The term “much more” repeats here. If Adam’s sin can have this effect on man, what effect will Christ have? The gift of grace is brought by “one Man” and is given to many.

e. Verse 16. Now a contrast is made. Judgment and condemnation came through Adam. Justification came through Christ.

f. Verses 17, 18. Death reigned though Adam. Life will reign in Christ.

g. Verse 19. “Many were made sinners.” - This should be understood in light of what has been said already. If we see Adam as representative of the human race, then the matter is simple. We should understand this in comparison to the phrase “many will be made righteous.”
4. Again we stress the main point Paul is making: whatever consequence Adam placed on the human race, Christ supercedes and corrects it. Death and sin may have had its chains on man, but Jesus has loosed them.
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